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"My dad and I live in an airport. That's because we don't have a home and the airport is better than the streets. We are careful not to get caught.· The above Is taken from a newly published children's picture book F1.y Away Home. by Eve Bunting. In this story a homeless preschool boy and his father are able to survive living In an airport terminal because they are clever enough not to be noticed by security. Other homeless who enter the terminal, like a woman who pushes her belongings in a grocery cart, are not so fortunate.
Most children are becoming more aware of homelessness through the news on television and radio and in the newspaper. Some have a better understanding of this crisis situation from family members and friends who voluntecr their time to help feed and provide temporary shelter for the homeless. It Is not unusual for children to accompany parents or other adult volunteers who work through their church. synagogue, school, or other charitable organizations such as COTS, MATIS, MCREST, and the Salvation Army.
In the past few years, several children's books on the homeless have been publishcd. providing another means by which young people can better understand and appreciate the sufferings of those who must live without sufficient food. clothing. and shelter. These selections include picture story bookswriUen foryoungerchildren and novels and Information books for older children. The characters from these books are examples of the unfortunate who suffer the pain and despair of the nation's homeless. Some turn to substance abuse, suffer mental disabilities, or become victims of those who prey on the homeless. The stories and information from these selections will prOvide children with a better understanding of why some people become 68 homeless. Although many would prefer to think about more pleasant topiCS, these books may encourage children to appreciate their own life situations. help them form more positive attitudes toward those who are homeless. and provide them with suggestions on how they can help those who are in need. Teachers and parents maywish to read onc or more ofthe following selections to their children and discuss the stories and Information as the books are shared. Some ofthese titles are available at libraries, and they can be ordered through neighborhood book stores. Paulsen. Gary. The Crossing. Dell (0-440-20582-41. 1987 
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